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In 1854 t'lc Drench brought out to the Crimea three

armored vessels which were little more than floating
batteries. Though they were placed close under the
enemy's guns in the attack on the Russian forts at
Kinburn in 1855, they were the deciding factor in
the battle without having their armor once pierced,

This, rather than the Monitor and Aferritintc duel,
was the first convincing evidence to progressive
officers that the future of naval warfare was with
the iron-clad. The British in their conservatism
still hesitated, held by sentiment to their tall frig-
ates and ships of the line, hut the French immediately
set about building armor-dads which no doubt could
have made kindling-wood of the British ships of the
line; and for a while, probably, hud it become an
issue between France and England, France ml^ht
have become mistress of the seas. In the later peiiod
of our Mediterranean cruise, the British juniurs were
all talking of their first iron-clad^ the //"cwiW, which
had just been laid down and was to become the
pioneer of the modern British navy,

Sailing from Gibraltar on November ijf i#$*)>
the JFabash arrived at; the Brooklyn Navy Yard <w
December 16. Two days later 1 was detached, with
three months* leave of absence, which 1 spent at
home in Vermont. Afterward I was in the /*wv-
hatan and the Pawnee in a cruise to Caribbean and
Gulf ports, visiting Vent Cruz and getting my first
experience of tropic seas and tropic countries. Many